
 

The Center is receiving a large number of questions related to what is required for a 
student or staff member to return to school if sent home with symptoms of COVID-

19, as listed in the NYSDOH and NYSED Reopening Guidance. 

An FAQ was posted on NYSED’s website on 7/22/20 to answer this question. The 
same answer is also in the NYS Department of Health Reopening Guidance on page 
3.  

The NYSDOH has confirmed with Center staff that the comma between the words: 
(health care provider note clearing a person to return to school), negative COVID-19 
testing, means BOTH items are required in order to return to school. 
  

 

THIS IS FROM THE NYSED 7/22/20 FAQ 

Return to School After Illness 

Q. What is required in order for students and staff who had symptoms of COVID- 19 to return 
to school (NYSED Guidance p. 40) 
A. Schools must establish policies in consultation with the local health department(s) about 
the requirements for determining when individuals, particularly students, who screen positive 
for COVID-19 symptoms can return to the in-person learning environment. This returning to 
learning protocol must include at a minimum, documentation of evaluation by a health care 
provider (health care provider note clearing a person to return to school), negative COVID-19 
testing, and symptom resolution, or if COVID-19 positive, release from isolation as required 
by DOH and NYSED Guidance p. 40. 
 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=25043811&msgid=271432&act=WF6X&c=1421494&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nysed.gov%2Fcommon%2Fnysed%2Ffiles%2Fprograms%2Freopening-schools%2Fschool-reopening-faq.pdf&cf=7108&v=722d2e3a291e68c75ff6d955e4a45baec29687d3b865331d0d2c4c13c5e56d6a
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=25043811&msgid=271432&act=WF6X&c=1421494&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governor.ny.gov%2Fsites%2Fgovernor.ny.gov%2Ffiles%2Fatoms%2Ffiles%2FPre-K_to_Grade_12_Schools_MasterGuidence.pdf&cf=7108&v=99a62049c582ceb75e9f45788d91a8b4fc882d66618b1ee3bc33d5c939642897

